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[Abstract:] Explaining alleged Shortages in Minor Coins shipped... 1048 


Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, Pa., 
Superintendent’s Office, 
November 10, 1882 


Sir: 


I have yours of 8th November current, directing attention to complaints of shortages in 
remittances of minor coins to correspondents. 


As respects the complaint of the Bank of Monroe, Monroe, La., I have the honor to 
report, that in compliance with your request investigation was made, and that the Express 
Company informs me that the package for that Bank left the Central Office of that Company 
properly secured and sealed, and of full weight for One Hundred Dollars in Nickel coin. This 
would seem to relieve the Mint of all responsibility as regards that particular package. 





On this correction I desire to say that Mr. H.B. Arrison, Adams Express Agt. stationed at 
the Mint, informs me that the Company received a complaint from a western Bank touching an 
alleged shortage of ten (10) Dollars in a remittance of Standard Dollars sent from the Mint same 
day with that sent to Bank of Monroe, La. This Standard Dollar package also went from the 
Central Office of the Express Co. properly received and of full weight for the value thereof. 
Under the circumstances I am unwilling to believe that either package was short by reason of any 
neglect or design of any person in the Mint. It might be well to await the action of the Express 
Company which, it is understood, is about to investigate the shortage in Standard Dollars. 


As regards the frequent complaints of shortage in remittance of minor coins during the 
last year or two, I beg to say, that it was otherwise while Col. Knight remained at the head of the 
counting room. The counting demands the greatest circumspection and vigilant care, two 
requisites which, I am bound to say in all candor, I do not believe to exist in the present 
organization of the room. There ought to be no rational doubt of the faithful and vigilant 
discharge of duty on the part of any person employed in the counting room. 


Very Respectfully, 
M.H. Cobb 
Cash. 


Hon. A. Loudon Snowden 
Superintendent 
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[Enclosed note: ] 

Knight, Counter a5 
Broomall 30 3.00 
McMichael Luborn = 2.75 
Hosmer, Colonel 3.50 


L.RC. 


